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Despatches  f rom the Br i t ish Br igade 

Jerusalem Mill 
at Jericho 

Road 

 

This is a view from 
the tent over which 
flew the Red Ensign 
in a strong north  
wind all night on 
May 5th years ago 
at Jerusalem Mill Vil-
lage. It was cold but 
it did not rain. The 
site is lovely and the 
battles were excit-
ing. The Brits were 
outnumbered but 
fought valiantly. 
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Jerusalem Mill Village is a living history museum that spans 
the 18th through early 20th centuries. One of the oldest and 
most intact mill villages in the U.S. state of Maryland, Jerusa-
lem is located in Harford County, along the Little Gunpowder 
Falls River. It also serves as the headquarters of the Gunpow-
der Falls State Park. [2] The site was added to the National 
Register of Historic Places on August 20, 1987.[1] 
 
 
The 318 acre tract of land called Jerusalem was patented to 
Nicholas Hampstead and John Walley in 1687. By 1743, the 
tract had been acquired by an ironmaster, Stephen Onion, and 
had been enlarged to 368 acres with several buildings. When 
Onion died in 1750, his nephew, Zacheas Barrett Onion, ac-
quired the property. Onion engaged Isash Linton of Bucks 
County, Pennsylvania to come to Jerusalem to improve the ex-
isiting ironworks and mill. Linton was joined by his family and 
partner David Lee. He eventually built eight water-powered 
mills along the Little Gunpowder. The fourth mill was com-
pleted in 1772 and is now the centerpiece of the living history 
park.[3] 
 
The village functioned at a Quaker village into the early 20th century. Evi-
dence suggests that David Lee and several of his Quaker neighbors carved 
black walnut stocks and assembled rifles for the Continental army in the 
gunshop that stands behind the gristmill. 
 
After the Civil War, the buildings in the village were gradually leased out 
and sold. A succession of owners operated the gristmill until 1961, when it 
was then purchased by the State of Maryland to be part of the Gunpowder 
Falls State Park.[3] 
 
Share this information with your men and ladies so they 
can be  
Informed reenactors.  
 
 
 
 
 


